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I GIVE MY PLEDGE AS AN AMERICAN TO SAVE AND FAITHFULLY DEFEND FROM WASTE,  

THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF MY COUNTRY; ITS AIR, SOILS, AND MINERALS.  

ITS FORESTS, WATERS, AND WILDLIFE.  I WILL HELP EDUCATE FUTURE GENERATIONS  

TO BE RESPONSIBLE CARETAKERS OF THE RESOURCES OF AMERICA. 

 

October 2025, Volume 80 No. 10 
Club Website- www.richlandrodandgun.org 

Club Facebook- www.Facebook.com/RichlandRodandGunClub 
2025/2026 Officers 

President  Vice President Secretary   Treasurer 
Evan Kirkpatrick Adrian Quinones Mike Estes           Ron Moore 
(414) 534-2817 (619) 861-9204 (509) 551-9066    (509) 521-4528 

 
MEETINGS AND DEADLINES 

Next General Meeting – October 7, 6:30 PM at Richland Public Library 

Next Board Meeting- October 21, 7:00 PM at Griggs Pasco Hunter Ed room 

October Newsletter Contribution Deadline is September 22.    

Email:  admin@richlandrodandgun.org 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
October 7 General Meeting 

6:30pm at the Richland Public Library 
 

First and foremost, please note the change in the starting time for our October meeting 
to 6:30pm.  The Richland Public Library now closes and hour earlier, at 8:00pm, which 
necessitates starting our meetings earlier to provide us enough time to complete a full 
meeting.  We are trying to avoid having to start our meetings at 6:00pm because that is 
somewhere between tough and impossible for some of our members who are coming from 
work.  Losing a half hour of meeting time means that things will need to move quickly to 
get everyone exited from the room by the 7:45pm deadline set by the Library. 
 
Our speakers this month will be Gerry and Ivan Reyes of Flatout Fishing.  Gerry, Ivan, and 
the other Flatout guides come with decades of experience fishing for our favorite species 
right where we live.  Salmon, Steelhead, Sturgeon, and Walleye are among their area of 
expertise.  This month they will share their knowledge about fishing for Steelhead trout. 

                                                   

RICHLAND ROD & GUN CLUB 
 

(INCORPORATED) 
A 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt Organization 

P.O. BOX 337 
  RICHLAND, WASHINGTON  99352 

 

http://www.richlandrodandgun.org/
http://www.facebook.com/RichlandRodandGunClub
mailto:admin@richlandrodandgun.org
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RiverFest 2025 
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This year’s RiverFest will be held from 10:00am to 3:00pm on Saturday, October 4, in 
Columbia Park near the Bandshell.  RiverFest is a FREE, fun, and educational family event 
featuring exhibitors, vendors, and entertainment to showcase the many benefits of the 
federal Columbia River power system and highlights the four lower Snake River dams 
including navigation, irrigation, recreation, and power.  For additional information, call 
360-839-2525. 
 

 
 

Hunter Education Class  
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The last Hunter Education class for this year was held the week of September 8-13.  Fifteen 
students graduated from the class.  We wish them all well during the upcoming fall hunting 
seasons.  Our next class will be held during the 2026 school spring break. 
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Membership Chair Needed 
 
As mentioned last month, Karen McNiven has resigned her position on our Board of 
Directors and as our Membership committee chair.  We thank Karen for her service this 
past year but we now have two Trustee vacancies to fill plus we need a Membership chair. 
The primary duty of the Membership chair is to maintain a current and accurate 
membership list. The chair should plan to attend our monthly meetings and the Wild Game 
Dinner.  If you think you might be interested in serving on the Board of Directors and/or 
filling the Membership chair position, please contact President Evan Fitzpatrick (phone 
number at the top of the newsletter) for additional discussion.  Your consideration to 
volunteer to serve in one of these important positions is appreciated.  Our Treasurer, Ron 
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Moore, is currently doing double duty helping with Membership and deserves to have his 
load lightened in the near future.   
    

Wildlife Guzzler Project  
 

Guzzler 138 located southeast of Prosser was severely damaged by fire and required major 
repairs.  A team consisting of Larry Martin, Evan Kirkpatrick, Adrian Quinones, Jerry 
Bloom, and Rex and Rylee Sherburn replaced the burnt wooden legs with metal legs and 
rebuilt the supporting structure. 
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Hanford Elk Herd 
 

Jason Fidorra, WDFW District 4 Wildlife Biologist, showed a slide during his fall hunting 
forecast at our September general meeting that surprised (shocked!) some attendees.  
Based on aerial and ground surveys during fall 2024, WDFW estimates that there were 
2,460 elk in the Rattlesnake Hills (Hanford) sub-herd of the Yakima elk herd.  The biggest 
portion of the sub-herd is often found on the Arid Lands Ecology (ALE) portion of the 
Hanford Reach National Monument (HRNM) which is managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) but several hundred are also often found near the Columbia River in 
central Hanford. 
 
A two day workshop titled “Elk Summit” was held in Prosser on April 5 and 6, 2004.  There 
were nearly 80 participants in the workshop including state and federal agency 
representatives, local landowners, tribal members, environmental group members, and 
hunting group members which included six RRGC members.  The workshop was facilitated 
by the CBSG Conservation Council from Minnesota.  Concerns expressed by attendees were 
damage being caused to crops on nearby farm land by elk raiding off of Hanford, damage to 
the sensitive ALE shrub-steppe ecosystem, and elk strikes by vehicles on State Route 240 
that passes through Hanford.         
 
The estimated population of the Rattlesnake Hills elk sub-herd at that time was 850 elk.  
The elk population had been reduced to that number by trapping and relocation of 
captured elk to other parts of Washington.  The WDFW Herd Management Plan objective 
for the sub-herd was 350 or fewer elk in 2004 and remains unchanged.  The proposed 
solution to control unlimited population growth was to introduce public hunting to 
Hanford.  All parties agreed, with the exception of the federal Department of Energy (DOE).  
Now, more than 20 years after the plan to allow hunting was proposed, the herd is three 
times bigger than in 2004, is seven time bigger than the management objective, and public 
hunting still is not allowed.  Tribal ceremonial harvest is allowed on Hanford and 
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depredation tags are given to adjacent landowners to help them limit crop damage and to 
reduce damage claims but WDFW estimates that fewer than 200 elk are harvested each 
year.  Current harvest is insufficient to reduce the size of the herd.  Adding this year’s calf 
production, the 2025 fall elk count could increase to 2,600 or more animals. 
 
Over the past few weeks, Mike Estes has talked with WDFW and USFWS staff about the 
Hanford elk issue.  Both agencies favor introducing public hunting as a management tool 
for the Rattlesnake Hills sub-herd.  The stick in the mud is still DOE.  Although USFWS 
manages the HRNM, DOE remains the federal government property owner and must be 
reckoned with.  The RRGC Board of Directors has authorized Mike to prepare a letter to 
Congressman Dan Newhouse requesting his support to help bring DOE to the table to 
discuss allowing public hunting on the federal properties south and west of State Route 
240 as a means to help control unlimited growth of the elk herd.          
 

Limits Game Farm 
 

The following message was received from Dave Piovesan, owner of Limits Game Farm near 
Mesa.  Dave can be contacted by phone at 509-265-4578 or by email at 
limitsgamefarm@gmail.com, or on the web at http://www.limitsgamefarm.com. 
 
Summer is waning and fall is rapidly approaching, that means it is time to dust off the 
shotgun and wake up the dog. Limits Game Farm is ready to serve you starting September 
6th, and 7 days a week then on. In September our hunts are restricted to early morning 
only because of the heat. Our September special is available thru the entire month. The 
special is 3 hens for $120.00.  I hope to see all of you in the coming season, but wherever 
you hunt, be safe.  
 

Wild Game Dinner “Want List” 
 
Please set aside a portion of your fish and game harvest to share for the 2026 Wild Game 
Dinner that will be held on March 21 in Building 4 at the Benton County Fairgrounds.  WGD 
Chair Marilyn Steele has developed a “Want List’ for the 2026 dinner that she will update as 
donations are received.  The list was first published in the July newsletter and will be 
updated in upcoming monthly newsletters.  Meats include: 
   
Duck – 25 to 30 pounds for poppers, tacos, pepperoni.  
Pheasant – 20 pounds for jambalaya or another main dish.  
Venison – neck for mincemeat, 10-15 pounds of roasts, 10 pounds of meat for grinding into 
sausage. 
Elk – 20 pounds of roasts and 10 pounds for grinding into sausage. 
Bear – 13 pounds of meat for stew/chili or 10 pounds for grinding into sausage. 
Cougar – 6 to 13 pounds of meat for grinding for meatballs, tacos, or a main dish. 
Bobcat – 6 to 13 pounds of meat for grinding (same as Cougar). 
Goose – 13 whole plucked geese for roasting and possibly 10 pounds for jerky. 
Walleye –15 pounds for chowder or 13 pounds for tacos. 
Catfish – 13 pounds for tacos and/or 20 pounds for a main dish.   

mailto:limitsgamefarm@gmail.com
http://www.limitsgamefarm.com/
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Salmon – 10 pounds for smoking plus 20 pounds for the main meal. 
Chukar – 100 to150 birds for soup and a main dish. 
 
If and when you can commit to a donation just text Marilyn at 509-392-2128 or send an 
email to momhoops46@gmail.com.  The list will be trimmed as donations are received.  
Other items that we expect to need that we have purchased in the past are 30 to 40 pounds 
of roasting potatoes, 15 pounds of Yukon Gold potatoes for chowder, 15 pounds of yellow 
onions, and individually wrapped butter pats.  If you have a cost effective source for these 
items, please contact Marilyn.  If you have ideas to share or want to get involved for the 
2026 dinner, please call or text Marilyn.  If you have a prize to donate or would like to help 
with prize solicitation, please call or text John Prather at 509-521-1593. 

 
 

Photo of the Month 

 
There was only one contest entry this month so Mike Estes was the winner by default.  
Mike took this photo at Cold Springs Reservoir in Oregon on May 17.  The photo shows the 
calm immediately preceding a thunder storm.  Lightning and thunder and rain erupted 
before Mike and his fishing partner could get to shore.  A little dangerous when fishing 
from a metal boat.   
 

 

mailto:momhoops46@gmail.com
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Please submit photos of some of your excursions so we can share your fun and successes 
with everyone.  All contest submittals will appear on the big screen at the 2026 Wild Game 
Dinner.  Submit entries to rrgcsecretary@gmail.com no later than the day preceding the 
monthly Board meeting.   
 

Update your contact information! 
If you have changed your address, your phone number, or your email address please use 

this link and scroll to the bottom of the page where it says  
“Update My Contact Information”.  

 
Richland volunteer opportunities for members (richlandrodandgun.org) 

 

  
Get involved in one of our Committees: 
Salmon in the Classroom: Mike Estes -  estesm34@gmail.com   
Wood Ducks:  Dale Schielke – dahlialou@gmail.com 
KOE Kids Fishing Day:  Marilyn Steele – momhoops46@gmail.com 
Hunter Education:  Ron Ruth – RonRuth.HunterEd@gmail.com 
Guzzlers:  Larry Martin - larry49martin@gmail.com 
Youth Conservation Camp: Larry Martin - larry49martin@gmail.com 
Membership: VACANT (Your name could be shown here.  Please volunteer!) 
Scholarship:  Mike Estes - estesm34@gmail.com 
Website: Micah Little and Brayden Wodtli– admin@richlandrodandgun.org 
 
 
RRGC Club Upcoming Activities 
Next General Membership Meeting – October 7 at 6:30pm, Richland Public Library 
Wild Game Dinner – March 21, 2026 at 5:00pm, Benton County Fairgrounds Building #4 
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